Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

WASHINGTON BIATHLON ASSOCIATION

March 19, 2009
President Bob Vallor called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.  Present were Bob Vallor, Vice President Jay Bender, Secretary Marie Garrett, Treasurer Bryn Black, and At-large Board Members Sibylle Wilbert, Jack Whisler, and Jon Sirois, as well as Athlete’s Representative Cory Hoeger.  At-large Board Member Dave Shaw was not present.
The first item on the agenda was the membership report.  Marie reported that no applications for new memberships or renewals were received since the last Board meeting.
Minutes from the February Board meeting had been circulated earlier via e-mail. Bob made a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Jay and approved unanimously.
Bryn reported that the WBA netted $549.23 from the February races and $485.36 from the March races. There is a balance of $3,324.51 in the checking account.  Bryn noted that there was a net loss on ammo. Bob initiated a discussion about ammo from Mexico that had been recommended by Jim Slyfield, which is available for about $189 per case.  Bob will follow up with Jim on this.  It was agreed at the February meeting that biathletes wishing to buy club ammo at races would be charged $5 per box. 
Bryn also noted that the winter season entry forms should be edited in order to simplify accounting. 

Bob reported that there was a near-record turnout at the February 21-22 races.

Bob indicated that there has been no change in the status on purchase of targets by the Oregon group.  They will not be able to purchase targets until July, when funding will become available.  The Oregon group has indicated that they definitely intend to purchase 10 from WBA targets at that time.

Since the WBA storage building at SPAA was demolished in February, WBA’s equipment has been stored in a utility garage.  Following up on the discussion from the February meetings, Bob reported that commercial storage space is available across the freeway from the SPAA facility.  A 9x10 unit is $73 per month and requires an additional one-time $22 deposit, but the first month is $1.  Marie made a motion, seconded by Cory, approving rental of a 9x10 storage unit until more permanent storage becomes available.  The motion was approved unanimously.
There was discussion of removal of equipment from the storage container at SPNC.  Last spring Nordic Center staff provided a snowmobile and trailer, as did Rob Dilling, for removing equipment.  Rob and the SPNC staff will be contacted to line up equipment transport before the area is opened up to public snowmobile use.

Bob reported that a quote for insurance coverage on WBA equipment should be coming soon from State Farm Insurance and that he will circulate the quote via e-mail.
Bob gave an update on the Washington State Games, and indicated that he is preparing entry forms.  He also reported that the Sun Valley Shooting Park in Yakima, which had been used as a race venue, is shutting down competitions owing to safety issues.  Bob was contacted by a representative from the Yakima Sports Commission, which may assist with finding a new site for biathlon races in the Yakima area.
Bryn reported that she and Cory have 4-5 hours of work left on the target paddle project, and expects the project to be completed shortly.

There was general discussion about certification for biathlon officials.  Bob indicated that he will follow up with USBA to get more information on the process.

Following up on recent discussions about use and rental of club rifles, Jack volunteered to begin organizing WBA equipment and act as club armorer for races.
Cory volunteered to take the lead on membership development, beginning with distributing race announcements.  Marie indicated that she would post announcements at sports retailers in the Leavenworth area.  There was discussion about asking Aaron Scott, Sean Kato, and Carol Stuhley to post announcements in the Spokane, Methow, and Yakima areas, respectively.

Jon and Jay stated that they would begin work on organizing a group to undertake long-range planning.  Jon also raised the topic of the difficulty of the SPNC race courses for novice skiers.  Following general discussion, it was agreed that we should attempt to have a novice class for winter races if the logistics can be worked out.

The next meeting of the Board was scheduled for April 21 at 6:30 pm.
There being no more business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 

