Travel to the US for Biathlon Competition in Washington State

How to bring athletes, and their competition rifles into the US

Washington Biathlon Association invites Canadian athletes and their coaches to participate in summer and winter biathlon racing in Washington State.

Bringing rifles into the US for biathlon competition has, in the past, been a challenge.  We have learned how to go about it, and have verified this information with the US ATF (Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms), who processes these requests.  We even have a contact person there who is familiar with our organization and has advised us on this.

Download the “Race Announcement” for the race you plan to attend.  All Washington Biathlon Association races are listed on the schedule at www.wabiathlon.org .

1. Contact Jay Bender at WBA for a “Letter of Invitation” for the event you plan to attend.  Email:  jay@jaybender.com  or jay.bender@wabiathlon.org   ATF will no longer accept a blanket “letter of invitation” to all Biathlon BC or Biathlon Canada members.  The letter must mention each individual who plans to bring a firearm into the US by NAME.  This is not difficult.  Just send me the names and I will email you the letter.

2. Download the ATF Form f53303d, available at the WBA web site here:

http://www.wabiathlon.org/pdfs/ATF.FirearmsImportForm.f53303d.pdf  (It’s in the “Schedules and Entry Forms” section of the site.)  You can also find this form at the ATF web site: http://www.atf.gov/forms/pdfs/f53303d.pdf   This is a simple two-page form.  I have attached a copy of it here for you, along with instructions.

3. Mail or Fax the form in, with the required “Letter of Invitation”.  If you send it in without the letter of invitation, it will be denied.  It is highly recommended that you FAX the form and letter of invitation to ATF at (304)616-4554.  If you have any difficulty with this, you can email kimberly.burkhart@atf.gov   You can also mail the form and letter in to ATF at the address provided on the form.  This will only take longer.  Again, FAX the 3 pages (form and letter).  You will have your approved request faxed back to you in a matter of days.  If you do not hear anything within a week, email Kim Burkhart at the email address above, or email me and I will look into it.

Washington Biathlon has a full schedule of biathlon racing, both summer and winter.  We have a 15 point range for summer in the Seattle area, and a 10 point range for winter at Stevens Pass Nordic Center on Hwy 2 East of Seattle.  Events are well organized and well attended.  Why not give your athletes some international experience and come down to race with us.  If you communicate with us, we can often find you free lodging in the homes of local biathletes.  Go to www.wabiathlon.org and have a look at our schedule of events.  Here’s what’s on tap for the coming year -

Summer ’09 Races: June 13, July 18, August 15, and September 12, 2009.

Winter ’09-’10 Races: January 30-31, February 20-21, and March 6-7, 2010. 

